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ANNEXURE 22

Minutes of the Meeting of the Core Group of
NGOs, 18.07.2008, 11.30 a.m. at the National

Human Rights Commission, New Delhi
(received in response to an RTI petition).
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Minutes of the Core Group of NGOs held at 11.30 hours on 18.07.2008 in National Human Rights
Commission. New Delhi.

A meeting of the Core Group of NGOs was held in the National Human Rights Commission at 11.30 hrs on
18.07.2008 under the Chairmanship of Justice Shri. S. Rajendra Babu, Chairperson, NHRC. The Members of
the Commission, Justice Shri. G.P. Mathur, Shri R.S. Kalha and Shri P.C. Sharma participated in the meeting.
The list of other participants is at Annexure-I.

2. The agenda of the meeting is as follows:

1. Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting of the Core Group of NGOs held on 12.09.07.

2. Action Taken Note on the minutes of the meeting of the Core Group of NGOs held on 12.09.07.

3. Suggestions on-

a) The agenda items of 13th APF meeting to be held from 28th -31st July, 2008 at Kuala Lumpur; and

b) NHRC’s Report to be presented in APF meeting.

4. Suggestions about plan of action of NHRC observing 60th Anniversary of the UDHR.

5. Dissemination of information by NHRC about its activities and suggestions to further the same.

6. Suggestions for better cooperation between NGOs & NHRC.

3. Prior to taking up the agenda items, the participants observed two minutes silent homage on the demise
of Field Marshal S. H. F.J. Manekshaw MO and to Shri K. Akbar, father of Shri Mahaboob Batcha It was
resolved that the condolences be conveyed lo members of bereaved families.

4. The participants also expressed happiness over the appointment of Shri. Anand Grover, Member,
NHRC Core Group of NGOs as the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.

The meeting was informed about the nomination of Mr. Babu Mathew, Country Director, Action Aid India
as a member of the Core Group of NGOs in place of Dr. (Ms.) Shanta Sinha who has resigned from the Core
Group following her appointment as the Chairperson, National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights.

5. With the permission of the Chair, the Core Group Members made following suggestions before taking
up agenda items:

5.1 Smt. Devaki Jain, suggested that a Resolution be adopted to appoint one Trial Observer to be present
at the trial of Shri Binayak Sen.

In response, the Chairperson, NHRC referred to the judicial process underway. He also made it clear that
it was for the Courts to allow or not to allow such observers to attend its proceedings and it will not be in order
for NHRC to nominate any observer for a Court case. NGOs including those who are members in NHRC
Core Group may observe trial in their individual capacity and not as NHRC representatives.

5.2 Referring to Salwa Judum issue, Dr. Abhay Shukla and Shri Henri Tiphagne suggested involvement of
civil society in the fact-finding team. The Chairperson, NHRC categorically pointed out that the Commission
is not acting under the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 while inquiring into Salwa Judum and Naxal
issue but under the directions of the Supreme Court in the nature of Commissioner appointed by the Court. As
such the Commission cannot pass on the responsibility to any other agency. Any inclusion of others in such
fact finding team can be ordered’ only by the Supreme Court.

The Chairperson, NHRC mentioned that teams of NHRC have carried out enquiry in very difficult
circumstances. Hundreds of people participated in the enquiry and gave statement and/or gave affidavits.

Annexure 37
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5.3 The issue of consultation with the Core Group members before finalizing the National Action Plan was
also raised.

Joint Secretary, NHRC made it clear that the document is still under preparation. Discussions were held
with the Planning Commission and al! the concerned Departments. The Draft National Action Plan, when
finalized, will be circulated amongst Members of NHRC Core Group on NGOs for comments.

5.4 Shri Kiran Kamal Prasad expressed concern regarding the practice of bonded labour. He also pointed
out that if more powers could be bestowed on the Special Rapporteur, the problem could be answered.

In response, the Chairperson, NHRC stated that the Commission has been undertaking programmes to
sensitize District Magistrates and other officials on bonded labour issues, with the latest programme held on
17th July, 2008 for officials of the Punjab Government. The Chairperson stated that all necessary steps to
address the issue of bonded labour would be taken.

5.5 Shri Henri Tiphagne, suggested that a Special Task Force could be formed for protecting human right
defenders.

In response, the Chairperson stated that NHRC intervened in the case of Shri Raghu from Action Aid who
was working in Chattisgarh and got him released. However, he made it clear that if a person is arrested under
orders of Court, it would not be appropriate for the Commission to interfere. Shri Tiphagne mentioned about
harassment caused to the human rights defenders which at times need immediate intervention. He suggested
that someone in NHRC couid be nominated who can be approached in such situations. Chairperson stated
that in emergency cases, Shri Sunil Krishna, DG (Investigation), NHRC could be approached.

5.6 Shri Henri Tiphagne gave a suggestion for not transferring the cases to the State Human Rights
Commissions as most of them either lack quorum and for other reasons. He highlighted the need for SHRCs
to function in a similar manner as the NHRC.

Referring to the provisions of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, the Chairperson pointed out that
the NHRC does not have any controlling power over the SHRCs. Further, it will not be possible for the
Commission to look after all the matters throughout the country as the Commission has its own limitations.
The Commission is duty bound to implement its Statute, which empowers transfer of the cases.

Agenda Items

6. Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting of the Core Group of NGOs held on 12.09.07.

Greater periodicity of holding meetings of Core Group of NGOs, say once in every quarter was stressed.
It was agreed that meeting could be held more frequently subject to the availability and convenience of all the
members. The issue of notice to Members of the Core Group well in advance was stressed.

The minutes of last NHRC Core Group of NGOs meeting were taken as approved.

7. Action Taken Note on the minutes of the meeting of the Core Group of NGOs held on 12.09.07.

7.1 In relation to right to environment, Smt. Devaki Jain, recommended that constitution of the Core
Group-’on Environment should be done expeditiously as environment pollution and climate change were major
concerns.

Smt. Devaki Jain, suggested the preparation of a paper on ‘Human Rights & Environment’ in partnership
with Ms. Sunita Narain and other experts.

The Chairperson clarified that environment is a vast subject covering not only pollution but also aspects like
waste management and climate change which need further research and the Hon’ble Prime Minister has
already constituted a committee of specialists to go into this matter.
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7.2 It was also suggested that a Workshop/Seminar might be organized on environment. It could be a
brainstorming session on the issue.

The Chairperson agreed to the same.

7.3 In respect of rights of persons with disabilities, the Chairperson referred to the decision to hold 5
Regional Workshops on Disability, the first of the series organized in May, 2008 in Dehradun. For the Southern
Region Workshop, it was suggested that Shri Chidambaranathan from Akshaya Rehabilitation Trust, Madurai
could be invited. His address and details will be provided by Shri Henri Tiphagne.

7.4 The Chairperson, NHRC stated that observance of 10th Aniversary of Declaration on Human Rights
Defenders was one of the items for discussion with SHRCs in November 2007. Shri Henri Tiphagne suggested
that NHRC could print the Declaration in English and other languages and distribute it amongst State
Governments and SHRCs. He offered to send the English and Tamil language version of the Declaration of
Human Rights Defenders.

3. Suggestions on-
a) The agenda items of 13th APF meeting to be held from 28th -31st July, 2008 at Kuala Lumpur;

and

b) NHRC’s Report to be presented in APF meeting.

8.1 With reference to NHRC India report under the Universal Periodic Review process, Shri Henri Tiphagne
stated that no consultations were held with NGOs.

The Chairperson observed that the Government itself consulted the NGOs as required under the procedure
whereas both NHRC and NGOs were clubbed under “other stakeholders”. The Secretary General further
clarified that prior to UPR, NGOs held a conference in which NHRC representative also participated. The
proceedings thereof were received in NHRC and these were taken in account while preparing NHRC paper
for UPR. Though the modalities of consultation may differ, the important issue is that the concerns expressed
by NGOs are taken note of, which was done.

8.2 The need to consult NGOs in the follow up action arising out of UPR was raised by Shri Henri
Tiphagne.

8.3 On the issue of Corporate Social Responsibility, Chairperson explained that it goes far beyond mere
compliance with labour and environment standards. Social Responsibility of the companies covers their
participation in various activities for serving general interest of community e.g. education, health etc.

9. Suggestions about plan of action by NHRC for observing the 60th Anniversary of the UDHR.

9.1 Shri Henri Tiphagne informed the meeting that according to his information there are about 154 statutory
bodies that are working in the area of Human Rights. He suggested holding a conference or seminar in which
Chairperson/Members/Senior Officials of various Statutory Bodies could participate, exchange their experiences
and plan strategies for better protection and promotion of Human Rights.

The Chairperson, NHRC explained autonomy and independence of Statutory Institutions which have their
own jurisdiction and that NHRC does not have Statutory control over them. However, the Chairperson agreed
to explore the possibility of holding such a conference. The Joint Secretary suggested the list of such institutions
be sent to NHRC in the first instance.

9.2 It was further suggested that NHRC may bring out a poster on the 60th Anniversary of UDHR in
English and other Indian languages.

10. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to the Chair.
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List of Participants of the Meeting

Members of the Core Group of NGQs.

1. Shri Henri Tiphagne, Executive Director, Peoples Watch, Tamilnadu.

2. Shri Mahaboo Batcha, Director, Society for Community organization Trust, KK Nagar, Madurai.

3. Smt. Devaki Jain, Project Director-cum- Trustee, Singamma Sreenivasan Foundation, Bangalore.

4. Dr. Abhay Shukla, Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, Pune.

5. Mr. Kiran Kamal Prasad, Secretary, Vimulki Trust, Bangalore.

Officials of MHRC

1. Shri Akhil Kumar Jain, Secretary General

2. Shri Sunil Krishna, DG (Inv.)

3. Shri A.K. Garg, Registrar Law

4. Smt. A^una Sharma, Joint Secretary (P&A)

5. Shri P.M.V. Siromony, Joint Secretary (Training)

Mr. Y.S.R. Murthy, Director (Research)




